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JUDICIAL ELECTIONS
What'’s in a
name? A lot
in Miami-Dade
and Broward

by Billy Shields
bshields@alm.com

Dade judicial candidates, and five

judges with English-sounding names
have Hispanic challengers. Compare that ,
to Broward, where three Hispanic judges
have drawn opposition from people with
Anglo names.

“That is of course a function of the fact
that the voting dynamics are different.
We're organized here, and there aren't as
many Hispanics there,” said Hector
Lombana, who is working on several
Miami-Dade judicial campaigns.

The name game pops up when candi
dates try to match their background to the
electorate, looking for a race where a
judge appears vulnerable based on ethnici-
ty alone.

It's been a way of life in Miami-Dade for
years, where Hispanic names almost serve
as a talisman to ward off opposition. In
Broward this sort of political gamesman-
ship was considered beyond the pale until
recently, Fort Lauderdale attorney Bill Gelin
said.

“You'd have to come to the conclusion
that this was inevitable. But | don’t know if
anybody thought it would happen this
quickly,” said Gelin, who runs the JAABlog
legal Web log focusing on Broward County
courts.

Look at the ballot sheet for Miami-
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